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WILLA C. GAITANIS
Willa is an ICF-accredited Professional Certified Coach (PCC) for
Enlightened Leadership, with a career that includes 21 years in the
private sector and 27 years in the U.S. Federal Government. So she
knows, in this increasingly global world, no one does anything alone.
Whether coaching, training, or facilitating, Willa’s style ensures her
clients have clarity of purpose and vision first, and, then, by meeting
them where they are in competency, reliability, or authenticity, she
takes them where they want to go through awareness and actions
that result in maximum sustainability.
Since 2005, Willa has been coaching leaders at all levels, primarily in
the U.S. Federal Government. Her areas of expertise include
coaching and leadership development, designing and delivering
leadership development programs, team building, and executive
transition. Willa developed groundbreaking programs for the National
Aeronautics and Space Administration (NASA), receiving the coveted
Robert H. Goddard Award twice for her work in mentoring/coaching
and executive transition. Her successes include creating the Internal
Coaching and Executive Transition Programs at NASA’s Goddard Space
Flight Center, and both spread Agency-wide. Over the years and, even
after retirement from the U.S. Federal Government, her programs
continue to provide continuous development through training and
coaching to hundreds of midlevel and senior managers.
Willa holds a bachelor’s degree in foreign language (Spanish) with a
minor in Latin American Affairs from Hiram College, Ohio, USA. She is
certified as a Somatic Coach by the Strozzi Institute; as a leadership
trainer in Situational Leadership II (SLII), SLII-The Experience, Frontline
Leadership, and Situational Self-Leadership for the Ken Blanchard
Companies; and in Executive Transition by Strategic Start. Willa is also
certified in DISC, Richard Barrett’s Cultural Transformational Tools,
and NASA’s 360 feedback. Her native language is English and she
speaks fluent Spanish.
Outside of her profession, Willa’s passion is cooking, vegetable
gardening, piano, and fly-fishing, where she earned the title “Rainbow
Woman.”

Clients
Architect of the Capitol (AOC)
Defense Logistics Agency, U.S.
Department of Defense
Department of Veteran Affairs (VA)
ECG Company
Environmental Protection Agency
Goodyear Tire and Rubber
Reuters News Service
Securities and Exchange Commission
U.S. Food and Drug Administration

Testimonials
“We make one-of-a-kind systems
that must work perfectly the minute
they are deployed…Willa contributed
to a much needed high performing
team…and to finding water-ice on
the moon.” - Lunar Reconnaissance
Project/NASA

“Her genuine passion was
inspirational and a great
complement to her mastery...” - U.S.
Food and Drug Administration

“You brought a needed breath of
fresh air. This process was going
nowhere without you.” – Dept.VA
“I came into this skeptical and
unsure. But, I came out better and
more self-aware…I am grateful.”
- Securities and Exchange Commission

“With Willa as a coach, I gained a
strategic partner that prepared me
for a major career transition.”
- Defense Logistics Agency
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